Dear Colleague,

The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and the Robotic Industries Association (RIA) are hosting a workshop on the near-term objectives for open architecture control in robotics. At this workshop, we will discuss the “first wave” guidelines for interfacing to factory networks that were presented at the Open Architecture Controls for the Robotics Industry Workshop, held in Orlando in February 2000. These include ethernet (copper CAT 5/6 and fiber optic media); TCP/IP networking protocols; SNMP network management; NTP time synchronization; and XML and Internet browsers for data representation and presentation. The workshop is: 

Near-Term Objectives Workshop

Open Architecture Control for Robotics

Wednesday, June 28, 2000

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Marriott Eagle Crest Conference Resort

Ypsilanti, Michigan

Golf Social Event

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

1:00 p.m. Tee-Off

The meeting will consist of presentations on some of the first wave topics, followed by discussion periods. We expect to organize topical interest groups that will then work toward drafting an initial set of guidelines. The day before the workshop, we will host a golf social event at the facility’s golf course. Register early for this! 

In preparation for this workshop, we have set up a web site, www.isd.mel.nist.gov/projects/openarch, which contains relevant background material including the proceedings of the February conference. We have also set up a mailing list, openarch@nist.gov, to which you belong if you received this email. Mail sent to this list will be forwarded to all members. More information on this is on the web site. 

Attached you will find the agenda, hotel information, and the registration form. We look forward to seeing you in Ypsilanti. 

Best Regards,

Fred Proctor

NIST

100 Bureau Drive, Stop 8230

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8230

301-975-3425 (voice)

301-990-9688 (fax)

frederick.proctor@nist.gov (email)




Jeff Fryman

RIA

900 Victors Way, P.O. Box 3724

Ann Arbor, MI 48106

734-994-6088 (voice)

734-994-3338 (fax)

jfryman@robotics.org (email)

